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Russia-Part 2 
By Evelyne Anzini 
 
 Several months before our trip to Saint Pe-
tersburg, our Moscow IPA Connection put us in touch 
with Olga  Birkina , writer, Travel Secretary, All-Russian 
Police Association, IPA.  She planned out our itinerary 
and kept in constant touch with us. It wasn't until I 
met her that I realized she was using Google translate. 
Some of her questions had been quite bizarre. She had 
been hosting Calvin and Diana Chow prior to their 
meeting us in Moscow so we felt quit connected. 
  The train ride from Moscow to Saint Peters-
burg was very pleasant. It took just shy of four hours 
to travel the 455 miles at 155 mph. We were unpleas-
antly surprised at the landscape. We passed many 
abandoned, dilapidated factories, lots of pasture land 
but no livestock or farming productivity was evident. 
 I had failed to tell Olga that we were packing 
LOTS of luggage. She and a coworker picked us up at 
the train station in a small car. It was reminiscent of 
the circus clowns getting stuffed into a VW!  We were 
driven to our hotel on the outskirts of town in a rather 
interesting neighborhood. The hotel had a large metal 
fence around it that was 
locked at night. We got 
used to the neighborhood 
and it was a pleasant hotel. 
 The following 
morning, Olga came with 
an interpreter (who was 
present at all times) and 
the four of us set off for the 
state traffic safety museum. 
I had brought some items 
for the museum and was 
pleased to see a lot of 
American and specifically, 
California police parapher-

nalia. We then went on an On/Off Again bus tour 
of the city. It was a very warm day and the city 
was packed with pedestrians and bicyclists. Traffic 
was unbelievably bad and the drivers, even worse. 
It is okay to block an intersection in Russia so plain 
chicken is the way to commute. 
 The following morning, Olga came with 
an interpreter (who was present at all times) and 
the four of us set off for the state traffic safety mu-
seum. I had brought some items for the museum 
and was pleased to see a lot of American and spe-
cifically, California police paraphernalia. We then 
went on an On/Off Again bus tour of the city. It 
was a very warm day and the city was packed with 
pedestrians and bicyclists. Traffic was unbelievably 
bad and the drivers, even worse. It is okay to block 
an intersection in Russia so plain chicken is the 
way to commute. 
 On another day we went to the Peter 
and Paul Fortress. That was unbelievable. This was 
an original Citadel founded by Peter the Great in 
1703. Later in time, it became a prison and execu-
tion ground by the Bolshevik government. Now it is 
a state museum along with the Cathedral nearby.  
We got to meet the police chief and were escorted 
to an area closed to the general public. We were 
standing a few feet away from two cannons when 
they were fired off.  There was an Army band   
That did some precision marching. It took all I had 
not to run out to join the drum line, being a former 
drum Corps 
member.   
 
 
Continued 
on Page 9 

Joe with Olga behind the 
luggage. 
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Message from the PresidentMessage from the President  

Servo Per Amikeco 
 Diana Tyler, President   

 We have polo shirts, men’s 
and women’s, with our logo.  Con-
tact Miles Godfrey, 408-261-3081 if 
you are interested.  I have one and I 
love it.  
 

 

We have our 
new Region 37 
pins and they 
will be for sale 
for $3.50. 
Sorry, but a pin 
doesn’t scan 
well. The ban-
ner at the top 
says California 
and the banner at the bottom says Ha-
waii. If you are planning on traveling be 
sure and buy a few. 

My power went off, now I’m attempting this for the  
second time.  
 
 It’s hard to believe that this is already 2019. I 
hope everyone had a good and safe New Years.  Our 
December brunch was a success and everyone had a 
great time.  After the brunch, I was cornered by 
many of the people there that wanted to con-
tinue our raffles every month.  So, by request, we 
will continue to hold a raffle at each of the 
brunches. I’m glad since after a couple decades, I am 
used to the raffles. 
 
 It’s with great sadness to tell you that Howard 
DeSart is in hospice care.  If you want to contact him, 
you will need to text his cell phone.  The family is not 
taking phone calls, just texts. 
  
 Our January and February brunches will  be held 
at Old City Hall in Gilroy.  We are working on a wine 
tasting for the spring or summer. We had two tastings 
with Cinquain (Tom and Carol Nagengast’s son) before, 
and they have asked to present another one. 
 
 The current National newsletter is now online. 
There is an International Youth Gathering 3-17 August, 
2019. This is for IPA members children or grandchildren 
and will be held in Croatia.  Children must be 16-17 
years old.  If you are interested, contact Ellwood Cush-
man at: sg@ipa-usa.org. 1 February is the application 
deadline. 
 
 I hope to see many of you on the 27th in Gilroy 
for our brunch and remember, there will be a raffle. Remember to pick up coins before going 

on a trip.  Contact Miles Godfrey, 408-
261-3081.  They are $6 each.  

Remember—we also have patches for sale. 
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VISITORS/HOSTING  
OPPORTUNITIES 

   

If you know of anyone planning to visit our region, please let your editor/hosting 
incoming know at dityler2@netzero.com or 408-267-3336. 

 

ORDER YOUR IPA BADGES 
 

 Did you know that if you wear your IPA badge to the brunch you will double your entry raffle 
ticket?  And your spouse is wearing theirs, theirs will also double?    
 So, order your badge now!  The official fold over Member Pocket Badge ($33.00) or the 
Spouse Badge ($7.00) may be ordered by contacting Miles Godfrey, at 408-261-3081 or 408-892-
1261.  All badges must now be prepaid.   
YOUR CHECK IS TO BE MADE PAYABLE TO I.P.A. REGION 37. 
 

Elected Board Members 
 
President 
Diana Tyler-Santa Cruz Co S/O (ret)        408-267-3336 
e-mail:  dityler2@netzero.com   
 
1st V-President/NDC Rep.    
Ron Gaumont-San Jose PD (ret)                408-406-5887 
e-mail:  reg1583@aol.com 
 
2nd V-Pres/Good & Welfare 
/Recording Secty.  
Eric Goodrich-SClara Co Parks        408-535-4061 
e-mail:  pl8parkranger@gmail.com 
 
3rd V-Pres/Supply Officer/Activities  
Coordinator 
Miles Godfrey (CHP ret)              408-261-3081 
E-mail: homer5280@aol.com  408-892-1261 (c) 
 
4th V-Pres/recruiting  408-510-9327 
Denise Sellers (Gilroy PD ret) 
djturner2004@msn.com  
 
Secretary/Treasurer  408-307-8106 
Sondra Serenka-Santa Clara SO (ret.) 
e-mail:  sondraserenka@aol.com 
  
 
Webmaster:  Please Contact Diana Tyler 

 
 
E-mail address for the region:   
President/Editor: dityler2@netzero.com  

Appointed Board Members 
 
Editor   
Diana Tyler-Santa Cruz Co S/O (ret)        408-267-3336 
e-mail:  dityler2@netzero.com   
 
Supply Officer    
Miles Godfrey (CHP ret)              408-261-3081 
E-mail: homer5280@aol.com    Cell-408-892-1261 
 
Legal Advisor 
Steve Usoz-San Jose PD                 408-353-4017 
 
Travel Coordinator  (Outgoing) 
Ron Gaumont-San Jose PD (ret)                408-406-5887 
e-mail:  reg1583@aol.com 
 
Travel Hosting  (Incoming) 
Diana Tyler-Santa Cruz Co S/O (ret)         408-267-3336  
e-mail:  dityler2@netzero.com   
 
Hawaii Travel Coordinator 
Bob Allen (also Oahu)         808-679-0029  
allens1009@aol.com 
 
Oahu—Maggie Hirakawa 808-371-5459 (c) 
r33ipahi@hirakawas.net 
 

Hawaii—David Bacigalupi    408-691-7474 (c) 
e-mail:  ipabaci@aol.com 
 

Maui—Bob Allen  808-679-0029  
Kaui—Bob Allen 
e-mail:  allens1009@aol.com 
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

SERVO PER AMIKECO 
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EVENTS 
2019 Events: 
January 27th—Old City Hall, Gilroy 
February 24th—Old City Hall, Gilroy 
March 31st—Old City Hall, Gilroy 
April 28th—Old City Hall, Gilroy 
May 19th—Old City Hall, Gilroy 
         Different date because of Memorial Day 
June —TBD 
July 28th—TBD 
August 25th—TBD 
September 29th—TBD 
October 27th—TBD 
November—No meeting 
December 8th—Old City Hall, Gilroy 
 

For Reservations:  REGION 37 —  
HOTLINE 408-267-3336 
 
 

BOARD MEETINGS:   6:30 Erik's Deli  - 
Cottle Rd & Rochester, San Jose.   
2019 dates Board Meetings are: Feb. 5th, 
April 7th, June 4th, August 6th, Oct. 1st, and 
December 3rd.  
Please come and join us. If you have any 
ideas regarding places to eat, please contact 
Miles Godfrey. 
 
 
 
 

 

Travel Coordinator/Hawaiian Travel 
 
Travel Coordinator  (Outgoing) 
Ron Gaumont-San Jose PD (ret)       408-629-6866 
e-mail:  reg1583@aol.com 
 
Hawaii Travel 
 

Coordinator—Bob Allen  808.679.0029 
e-mail: allens1009@aol.com 
 
Oahu—Maggie Hirakawa       (C)  808-371-5459  
e-mail:  r33ipahi@hirakawas.net 
 
Hawaii—David Bacigalupi          408-691-7474 
e-mail:  ipabaci@aol.com 
 
Maui & Kaui—Bob Allen          808.679.0029  
e-mail: allens1009@aol.com 

Traveling and need a place to 
stay? 
A retired police officer and IPA Member is now 
working at the Best Western Sands Hotel in Van-
couver in Sales & Marketing.  policehotels.com is a 
new web site that offers a special "police discount" 
at any of the 4 hotels in Kelowna, Penticton, 
Vernon and Vancouver. The police discount is the 
lowest rate and is a further 10% off our low gov-
ernment rate. We have more cities coming soon 
(Victoria, Osoyoos and Surry).  

His website has 130 “police Friendly”  hotels, B&Bs 
and IPA Houses all over the world. 

Sgt Steve Gibson (ret),  
Cell: 778 869 1958  
www.policehotels.com 
Best Western Plus Sands Hotel 
1755 Davie St., Vancouver, BC 
Canada 
IPA Canada, Region 9 

Please call for Reservations by the Thursday  
before the Brunch so that we know the  

number of participants. 

Remember to pick up coins before  
going on a trip.  Contact Miles  
Godfrey, 408-261-3081.  They are 
$6 each.  

Remember—We also have patches. 
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NEW YORK CITY  
ACCOMMODATIONS 

 
A member of the IPA USA Section is offering 
rental accommodation in a suite 15 minutes 
from Manhattan. Check out:  
www.nyc-ipahaus.com  
 

IPA HOUSES in IRELAND 
 

Information and Booking: 
Michael Gallery  phone: ++353 863623880 
e-mail:  mgallery01@eircom.net 
 

Accommodation: 
A 10% discount is offered to IPA members by a 
retired police officer for his 3 Bedroom modern 
holiday home, built in 2003.  Accommodation 
consists of one bedroom ensuite-king size, one 
double bedroom and one twin room.  Can ac-
commodate 6 persons.  Kitchen, utility room and 
living/sitting room, central heating and open 
fire.  Excellent sea views. 
 

Location: 
Located in Fanore village on the west coast of 
County Clare.  Near beach / Arran Islands / Cliffs 
of Moher / Doolin / Lahinch beach-golf / burren 
national park.  Several up-market restaurants in 
vicinity. 
 
 

NEW IPA HOUSE IN SECTION UK –  
 

COLCHESTER, ENGLAND 
  
You can now find details of a new IPA House 
(apartment) in Colchester, England by visit-
ing:  www.ipa-uk.org/Colchester-Apartment     
Contact: ipa-house-colchester@ipa-uk.org 

Travel Information 

Suite in Friedrichshein 
Germany 

 
A member of IPA Israel offers the use of a 
3rd floor suite in Germany (Berlin suburb). 
It has 2 double bedrooms and a sofa bed. 
There is a metro station at the front. Con-
tact: Dr. Shmuel Beck medi-
cross@bezeqint.net    
 

 

 
 There is a new IPA House in Clonard Village, 
overlooking Wexford town.  The penthouse 
apartment has a view of the sea and a spacious 
south-facing balcony.  There are 2 bedrooms 
(sleeps 5), open plan lounge/kitchen, bathroom, 
cable TV and electric heating.  Close to several 
seaside resorts and the Rosslare Ferry port to 
France and Wales.   
 Booking:  David McEllin 
Cloghermore Holywell 
Sligo, Ireland    Tel: 071 9145048 

HAWAIIAN INVITATION 
E Komo Mai 
 

 If you are traveling to Oahu, we’d like 
you to know that we would love to see you at the 
beautiful Ko Olina Resort where we have our  
home at the Ko Olina Fairways. We would be de-
lighted to host you for a lunch or dinner or just 
a beer at our townhouse and show you around 
this corner of paradise. It's worth a trip out 
from Waikiki to enjoy the peaceful lagoon 
beaches or play a round of golf at the Ko Olina 
Golf Course. It's also the home of Paradise Cove 
Luaus. Go to the website at koolina.com and 
check out the spectacular photos. 

Our contact information is: 
Ko Olina home: 808.679.0029 
Cell:   408.315.0874 

Email: allens1009@aol.com 
 

Give us a call and join 
us on our lanai! 

 

Bob and Judi Allen 
 

 

 



6 

 

IPA House Europe, Bensheim, 
Germany  
The IPA House Europe is situated in Ben-
sheim, a town in southern Hesse and in the 
Bergstraße area. The town with 39,000 in-
habitants lies at the edge of the Odenwald 
mountains. Darmstadt is the nearest big city 
and lies 22 km north of Bensheim. Other 
towns of interest in close reach of Bensheim 
are Heidelberg (35 km to the south), Worms 
(8 km to the west) and Mannheim (32 km to 
the southwest).  
The IPA House is situated in the centre of the 
town, close to the police station, where guests 
report on arrival to get the key.  
The house has a living room and kitchen, bath-
room with shower and toilet. 3 bedrooms with a 
sleeping capacity of 6 persons.  
Linen is provided; pets can be brought by ar-
rangement.  
Parking is available on-street nearby.  
 
Contact Details & Bookings:  
 House Manager: Anne & Jupp Simon   
 Address: N/A   
 Reservations: Anne & Jupp Simon   
 Tel: +49 (0)172 -7675482  
 Mobile: N/A   
 Email:  ipa.heim.europa@gmail.com  
 Website:  http://www.ipa-deutschland.de  

ACCOMMODATIONS 
Locations listed have agreed to give IPA members a 
discount. You should check all discount rates, AAA, 
internet, etc. Make reservations early. Notify edi-
tor@ipa-usa.org if you find discrepancies or abuse. 
To list a discount offer, submit up to six (6) lines of 
text to editor@ipa-usa.org 
Alaska 
Kodiak: A Smiling Bear B&B, on Monashka Bay. IPA 
15% discount May-Oct, 50% off season. Call Darlene 
Turner, Retired State Trooper, 1-907-486-6390, cell 
1-907-539-2811. Must mention IPA. 
www.asmilingbear.com darlene@asmilingbear.com 
or reservations@asmilingbear.com 
Arizona 
Mesa: 3 BR condo, gated, pool, hot tub, exercise 
room, garage, BBQ, Wi-Fi, car recommended. 35 mi. 
E/Sky Harbor, 30% discount for USA IPA members 
on weekly rentals Apr-Dec Gerry 780-499-4958 
California 
San Diego: 1 BR Mission Valley condo, fully fur-
nished. $40 to $60 per night depending on length of 
stay. Limited availability. Contact Jeff Church R38 for 
rates email renocop@earthlink.net 
Florida 
Daytona Beach: Ocean front condo Ormond Beach. 2 
BR, 2 BA, pool, covered parking, minutes to Daytona 
Speedway, golf, shopping, restaurants, 1 hr to Or-
lando, Disney, SeaWorld. Rent biweekly or monthly. 
Bob Livoti gotsha@aol.com 631-909-4008 http://
www.floridacondoonthewater.com 
Daytona Beach: Ocean front condo, 3 BR, 3 full BA, 
fully equipped, 3 pools, covered secured parking, 
minutes from Daytona Speedway where NASCAR is 
King, golf, shopping restaurants, 1 hr to Orlando, 
Disney, SeaWorld. Rent weekly. R-5 member Bob 
Livoti gotsha@aol.com, 631-909-4008 http://
www.floridacondoonthewater.com 
St. Augustine: Ocean front condo. 1 BR, 1.5 BA. King 
bed, sleeper sofa, all amenities, 90 min to Orlando, 
45 min to Jacksonville or Daytona airports. Regular 
$750 weekly. Half off for IPA members plus $50 gas 
credit for one month+ stay. 904-797-5227 halleg-
ger@webtv.net 
Miami Airport West: Candlewood suites: adee.leto@ 
ihg http://candlewoodsuites.com IPA discount. Say 
you are IPA at time of booking for best rate and that 
Jerry sent you. Good area in Doral community, shop-
ping at Dolphin Mall,  hr drive to beach, walking dis-
tance to MDPD. 
Orlando: Sheraton Studio City Hotel, 5905 Interna-
tional Dr, (800) 327-1366. You must request Law 
Enforcement Rate. You must present confirmation . 
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St. Paul 
Police Federa-
tion, Minne-
sota Emerald 

St. Paul Police Federation, Minnesota Emerald Society & IPA 
US Section Region 47 (MN-ND-SD) 

Presents 
Shades of Ireland 

April 17-26, 2019 

For more information contact 
Alice Lambie 

Alice in Traveland 
(262) 695-1225 

alambie@wi.rr.com 
 

Or contact your editor and I’ll 
email you the information 

10 Days ● 13 Meals: 8 Breakfasts, 5 Dinners 
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Russia Continued from page 1 
 

There were a cluster of buildings within the walls that 
house many museums. At one point, the man in charge 
of the King Tut exhibition heard we were Americans and 
came to talk with us. He invited us in to the museum as 
his guests. Later, we had lunch on the grounds.  Our new 
favorite is Borscht Soup. 
 That afternoon, we went to The Hermitage. 
What a place! We were able to bypass the entry lines 
and come in through the security entrance. We also got 
to meet the Colonel of the Hermitage Police. It is the sec-
ond largest art museum in the world. It was founded in 
1764 to house Empress Catherine the Greats’ impressive 
art collection. She kept collecting so they kept  having to 
add onto the house. Sound familiar? What was interest-
ing was that she liked staying there by herself and her 
many cats had the run of the place. Sound familiar? In 
fact, once a year they have a “Cat Day" where a large 
number of cats are brought in by the “Press Secretary to 
the Cats" and a calendar is produced.  There are appar-
ently quite a few cats that live in the basement all the 
time. We were only here for a few hours but a good day, 
if not two, would really be in order. 
 Another trip involved going to the Saint Peters-
burg Police College.  There we met director, Oleg Vladi-
mirovich Yarukhin.  Talk about command presence! He 
proudly showed us the facility and explained its goal. You 
can start at the school at a fairly young age, definitely 
well before reaching the minimum age requirement to 
become an officer. That way, young people can deter-
mine if, in fact, they are interested in law enforcement 
and go on to learn the theories of law enforcement and 
later, some of the practical applications such as firearms, 
driving, riding horses or scuba diving, taking part in city 
events at a student community level to name a few. We 
then retired to his office for coffee and pastries. Note: 
pastries, no donuts. His office was packed full of all kinds 
of interesting things. We were joined by an older, retired 
gentleman who was quite jovial. I must say, he was one 
of the few "jovial" people I met. Everyone was getting on 
quite well so that called for Vodka. Well, that loosened 
up the lock to the gun safe and out came some Russian 
firearms. Joe was in seventh heaven when he got to 
handle an AK 47 Kalashnikov, fully auto with a folding 
stock!  More alcohol of an unknown nature. Not to be 
outdone, Mr. Jovial and I realized I knew the melodies to 
some Russian operas so we began singing. We were 
given a ton of mementos. Now Olga realized why we 
needed so many suitcases. Thank goodness we had a 
ways to go, to walk to the train station. In case you're 
curious, no hangover! 
 You light it and just let dinner at the hotel. Olga  

brought a sky lantern (Hot air balloon with candle) 
for the sendoff. You light it and just let it float 
away. Joe and I, being over-regulated-on-
everything Californians, were scared to death that 
this would land somewhere and start a fire! It 
landed on a nearby green lawn so we were re-
lieved. Olga and the translator gave us quite a few 
mementos and we did likewise. I had brought my 
Seaside Police Department dress hat with me on 
this trip. Initially I did not know if I could part with 
it. I had a history with it dating back to the early 
1980s. At the end, I decided to give it to Olga for 
her museum collection. She really knocked herself 
out to take care of us.  Finally at 11 PM, I told her 
we had to stop the party! We had to get up at 2 
AM, finish packing and be ready for the “big”  taxi 
she had ordered for us, at 3:30 AM to go to the 
Saint Petersburg airport. A tearful goodbye, until 
we meet again; the woman travels to IPA events 
all over. Although  
we said our goodbyes, she was there at 3:15 and 
rode with us to the airport. 
Goodbye new friends in Russia!! 
 

Joe with AK-47 and  
Mr. Jovial 

Evelyne with Olga 
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If you are interested in this trip, please contact me and I’ll send you  the documents. 
This sounds like a gret trip. 
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RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED:  Call Diana Tyler: R-37 HOTLINE AT 408.267-3336  
Leave your name and the number of people in your party.  Call by Thursday before the 

brunch. 
            

Be sure and bring something for the raffle. 

  February 24th 
Old City Hall Restaurant  $21  

     7400 Monterey Street, Gilroy, CA, 
 

This will be from the regular menu.  And champagne.  Not one 
glass, but several. 
 

 

Directions: Hwy 101 to Leavesley Rd. (152 W), Left on Monterey 
St., Left E. 6th (187 ft) and Left into parking lot.  It is in the 
building with a clock tower.  There is an elevator. 

 

January 27th 
Old City Hall Restaurant  $21  

     7400 Monterey Street, Gilroy, CA 


